Perspectives of new reproductive and diagnostic techniques among biologists and physicians, social scientists and ethicists.
The introduction and acceptance of new techniques in the field of reproductive medicine and antenatal genetic diagnosis is a complicated process in which biomedical professionals, and also social scientists and ethicists, play an important role. In this study the attitudes, expectancies and opinions of a panel of biological and medical professionals working in the field of this new technology are compared with those of a panel of concerned social scientists, psychologists, ethicists and leading members of patient groups. Various aspects of the new techniques are investigated: the present and future feasibility, the potential importance, the ethical evaluation and the social acceptance. The social-ethical panel appears to be much more reluctant regarding the importance, ethical values and social acceptability of new techniques than the biomedical panel, in particular, for preimplantation genetic diagnosis and fetal cell sorting large differences exist.